UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

NORTHEAST REGION

One Blackburn Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930-2298

Cct ober 17, 2002

SMALL ENTI TY COWPLI ANCE GUI DE
Dear Mai ne Mahogany Quahog Permt Hol der:

This letter is to informyou that the Mai ne mahogany quahog quota
for the 2002 fishing year is projected to be harvested, based
upon deal er reports and ot her avail abl e information.

Therefore, effective 0001 hrs local tine, October 24, 2002,
fishing vessels hol ding Federal Mai ne nahogany quahog permts are
prohi bited from | andi ng Mai ne nahogany quahogs harvested from

wi thin the Mii ne mahogany quahog area* through Decenber 31, 2002.

The 2003 fishing year quota for |imted access M ne nmahogany
quahog vessels will open on January 1, 2003.

You nmay al so receive permt holder letters, including closure
notices, by e-mail by clicking on “NOAA Fisheries News Rel eases”
on our website at http://ww. nero.nnfs.qgov; or via fax by
providing a fax nunber through a witten request to the above
address, or by faxing your request to 978-281-9135.

Si ncerely,

S A

Patricia A Kurkul
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

* The Mai ne mahogany quahog area is defined as an area of the

Atl antic Ccean bounded on the east by the U.S. -Canada naritine
boundary, on the south by a straight line at 437 50' N. |atitude,
and on the north and west by the shoreline of Mine.

This small entity conpliance guide conplies with section 212 of
the Smal | Business Regul atory Enforcenent and Fairness Act of

1996.
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